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GLIMPSES OF GLORY 

Slow down—this is one thing that most 
of us need to do in life. Somehow here 
in the northeast we rush through 
everything. People drive as though they 
have a woman in the back seat of their 
car about to give birth. People in 
supermarkets are racing around, just 
short of running each other over with 
their shopping carts. Recently, I was on 
a checkout line in a store. There was 
one person in front of me who had only 
a few items, and I also only had a few 
items. A man came up behind me and 
immediately began to complain about 
how there weren’t enough cashiers and 
how ridiculous it was. Really? We 
hardly are willing to give one another a 
chance to function.  

You have heard ‘time is money.’ This is 
the foolishness that we have bought 
into in the world. “Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the 
world?”(1Cor. 1:20) Time is not money. 
Time is time and money is money. “All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have all turned to our own way, and 

the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all.” (Isaiah 53:6) At what point did 
we agree that everything has to be 
done as fast as possible? Why? People 
say things like, go this way, do it this 
way it’s faster, as though there is 
nothing left to discuss. Well, you get 
the point. 

The Lenten disciplines are fasting, 
giving and prayer. They are designed to 
help us rediscover something, a 
relationship with our God who deeply 
loves people. Being patient, showing 
kindness, and being open to making 
new connections with people are all 
consistent with our Lenten disciplines. 
Slow down! Time is a far more precious 
gift than money, and there is so much 
more we can do with it than make 
money. 

Pastor Gary 

Lent 2019 
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March has been off to a cold and 
snowy start, but the children of the 
Nursery School are sure that spring is 
around the corner (especially since the 
groundhog did not see his shadow.) 
This month we will be exploring 
dinosaurs in our science area and even 
making our own fossils out of salt 
clay!  The children will also begin 
learning about different  

authors, starting with Dr. Seuss.  We'll 
be celebrating his birthday with special 
snacks, crafts, and games all inspired 
by some of our favorite Dr. Seuss 
books.  In addition to Dr. Seuss, we will 
be reading books by Eric Carle and 
Laura Numeroff.  For St. Patrick's Day 
the children will embark on a 
scavenger hunt to see if they can find a 
leprechaun. He might leave behind a 
surprise for them!  And finally, spring 
will arrive!  We can't wait to play on 
the playground and enjoy the fresh air 
again!   

This brings me to how our fundraising 
money will be spent this year.  After 
speaking with many of our Nursery 

School families, it has come to my 
attention that our families are looking 
for a longer day for their 
preschoolers.  In an effort to 
accommodate the needs of the 
parents, while still providing the 
children with developmentally 
appropriate Christian education, we 
will be creating a second classroom so 
that we can offer a 9am-1pm, 
extended day for our 4 year-old 
students.  We are taking this leap of 
faith so that we can continue to fulfill 
our ministry of caring for young 
children, while staying relevant to the 
families that entrust us with their little 
ones.  So, this year's fundraising efforts 
will be put towards construction, 
supplies, and additional staff for our 
new classes! 

With that, registration has begun!  If 
you or someone you know is 
interested in our Nursery School they 
can call the office (732-583-1118) or 
email the Nursery School at 

COGNurserySchool@verizon.net.   

 

Liz Nisi 

 

This year’s fundraising 

efforts will be put 

towards construction, 

supplies, and 

additional staff for our 

new classes! 
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Notes & News 

 

Comments or suggestions? 

We’d love to hear from you. 

Have an event or meeting you 

need publicized? Contact the 

church office to be included in 

an upcoming newsletter.  

The Cross of Glory Newsletter 

is available each month on the 

church’s website. It is also 

emailed to the congregation  

in a pdf format. Paper copies 

are available upon request. 

Please contact the church 

office if you have any 

questions. 

Lenten Bible Study 
You are invited to join us for a Bible Study each Wednesday of Lent. (Soup 
and sandwich at 6:30pm, Bible study at 7:15pm.) Please see the sign up sheet 
in the Narthex. 
 
NS Breakfast 
The Lutheran Men in Mission will once again be hosting a breakfast on Easter 
morning. If you plan on attending, please look for a sign up sheet in the 
Narthex coming soon. 
 
Safety Committee 
The Cross of Glory Safety Committee has provided a list of “Eight Signs of 
Terrorism” that can be found at the end of this month’s newsletter. If you see 
something, say something. 
 
NS Registration 
Registration has begun for the 2019-2020 school year. If you know someone 
who is interested in registering a child for our Nursery School, please contact 
Liz Nisi. 
 
COG T-shirts 
If you are interested in purchasing a Cross of Glory T-shirt, please contact the 
church office. We still have a number of shirts available. 
 
Contact Information 
In an attempt to update our church directory, we are looking to add cell 
phone numbers as part of the contact information. If you would like to 
provide a cell phone number to your directory listing, please contact the 
church office.  
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NJ Synod 

1930 State Highway 33 

Hamilton Square, NJ 08690 

609-586-6800 

Fax: 609-586-1597 

www.njsynod.org 

info@njsynod.org 

Mon. — Fri. 

9am—5pm 

Rev. Tracie L. Bartholomew 

Bishop 

Jersey Jottings 

News from around the NJ Synod 

Ash Wednesday – a day when 
otherwise shy Christians will walk 
around with an outward sign of their 
faith marked prominently on their 
foreheads. Whether you receive 
“ashes to go” at a train station in the 
early morning, take a mid-day break 
to join a local congregation at 
worship, or attend a quiet evening 
service at the end of your day, you 
will do something counter-cultural on 
this day. You intentionally will be 
reminded of your mortality and, if you 
choose to receive the ashen cross on 
your forehead, will hear the words, 
“remember that you are dust and to 
dust you shall return”. In a society 
that does everything it can not to talk 
about death, we pause on this day 
and forthrightly proclaim to folks of 
every age –you will die.  
 
Some of you will hear that reality as 
freedom – freedom from trying to be 
perfect, freedom from worrying 
about every little thing, freedom for 
admitting your failures, freedom for 
not taking yourself so seriously. Some 
of you will hear that declaration of 
mortality as fear. Some of you don’t 
need to hear it again because you live 
with the very real possibility of death 
every day – due to a cancer diagnosis, 
because of addiction, at the hands of 
violent abuse. 
 
No matter how you hear the words of 
mortality today, what is certain is that 
as we move from Ash Wednesday to 
walk the way of Jesus’ cross, we walk 

this season together. For the next 
forty days, we will move together – 

the freedom seekers, the fearful, the 
sick, the abused, the lonely, and the 
forgotten. Our Lenten destination is 
the cross of Christ. Like a caravan of 

refugees, we will make our way 
across difficult terrain, to the place 

where the power of death is 
destroyed, and God will have the last 

word 
Let the same mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of 
God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
     he humbled himself  
    and became obedient to the point 
of death— 
    even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every name, 
 so that at the name of Jesus  
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 
     and every tongue should confess  
   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the 
Father. (Phillipians 2:5-11) .   

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
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In Our Prayers 

Long-Term Illness:  

Phyllis Cipriano  

Khris Costa 

James D’Andrea 

Lauren Downey 

Sarah Downey 

Sue Downey 

Tracey Downey 

Lisa Fisher  

Elona Folk  

David Franklin 

Joan Franklin 

Kim Franklin  

Gerry 

Mary Gilligan 

Sharon Goodman  

Sandy Greer 

Kathy Guiamano  

Fay Hake 

Jerry Hake 

Jane Heide 

Charles Herrmann 

Diane Hopster  

Rich Hough 

Christopher Joyce  

Kirsten Kain 

Nathan Krause 

Erin Larson 

Sandy McDermott 

Gale McNamara 

Kevin McNamara 

Dina Manzella 

William Mirabella  

Robbie Moffitt 

Joan Moran 

Eddie Morris 

Carmen Mount 

Emelie Murphy 

Joseph Myers  

Joanne Nisi 

Robert Pante 

James Robidas 

Bernie Schwartz 

The Smarsh family 

Soldiers and Civilians  

      of War  

John Stables 

Teresa Toth 

Kaitlin Whitford 

Lois Wilson 

 

January, February, 

March: 

Marge Tancredi 

Candace Deisley 

The Monahan family 

The Fishman family 

Joe MacAleer 

Eileen Barton 

The Noch family 

Ellen Davis 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please add the following person(s) to Cross of Glory’s Prayer List: 

Name:________________________________________ 

Prayer Concern: 

_______Hospitalized   _______Recuperating   _______Homebound 

_______Outpatient   _______Other    _______Please remove the above 

            person from the Prayer List 

 

Submitted by:____________________________ Date: _______________________ 

Phone: _____________________ Relationship to above:____________________________ 

 

Please check one: _______Long-Term Prayer List  _______3 Month Prayer List 

 

You may give this form to an usher, place it in the offering plate, or drop it off in the church office. 
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Congratulations and best 

wishes to everyone 

celebrating this month! 

 

Don’t see your birthday or 

anniversary? Please make 

sure the church office has 

your information. 

732-583-1118 or 

crossofglory@verizon.net 

 

3rd—Jo Seigle 

4th—Glen Eads 

5th—Ingrid Carlson 

6th—Christopher Vaughn 

14th—Paul Hiley 

15th—Betty Wilson 

19th—Nancy Bucco 

20th—Doris Hiley 

23rd—Lauren Hiley 

24th—Bill Brown 

31st—Audrey Downey 

March Birthdays 
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March Anniversaries 

4th—Joseph & Carol Smarsh 

16th—Tim & Emily Keene 

19th—Audrey & Tom Downey 

22nd—Walter & Janet Kain 

29th—Dennis & Judy Daniels 






